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Event Feedback Newsletter
Two community events were held on Tuesday 29th October at Edinkillie Village Hall and Wednesday 
30th October at Rafford Village Hall to inform the Finderne Local Place Plan development. The 
time-line graphic below illustrates the process to date. The information presented at these events 
summarises the information previously received from the community and other stakeholder 
questionnaires. 
The purpose of this newsletter is to summarise the feedback received at the community events, 
share new ideas and key themes in each location. We would like to take this opportunity to thank 
you for coming to the events and taking the time to share your insight and ideas for your local area. 
For up to date information regarding collation of the Plan, please have a look on the Finderne 
Community Council website. If you have any questions you can also contact us at:
engage@collectivearchitecture.co.uk
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FINDERNE LOCAL PLACE PLAN DEVELOPMENT 

These pie charts are created from the sign in sheet at the events. The sign in sheet was not filled out 
by every attendee, so this only provides an idea of the consultation demographic. 

The majority of event attendees were over 60, it is worth noting that there were few to no young 
people in attendance. 

Who gave feedback?

What age are you?

Edinkillie Event Rafford Event

What age are you?
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Qualitative Feedback at a Glance by Area 

This summary is created from post it notes left on the presentation boards 
and conversations at the event. Comments are focused to the event 
locations however these represent the wider areas too. 

  

  

  

 

 

0033  FUTURE FINDERNE | Community ideas so far 
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 RReettaaiinn                  
RRUURRAALL            

CChhaarraacctteerr    

IInnccrreeaassee            
LLooggiiee  PPrriimmaarryy  

ccaattcchhmmeenntt      
aarreeaa  

EEnnssuurree  ssaaffee  
rrooaadd                      

jjuunnccttiioonnss  

  

SShhaarreedd--uussee  
ppaatthh  ttoo  FFoorrrreess  
ffrroomm  RRaaffffoorrdd    

RRaaffffoorrdd  aanndd  EEddiinnkkiilllliiee  
CCHHUURRCCHHEESS  IINN                                

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  UUSSEE    

ee..gg..  HHeerriittaaggee  cceennttrree  //  
eevveennttss  cceennttrree  //                        

eexxhhiibbiittiioonnss,,  ccoommmmuunniittyy  
ssppaaccee,,  cceelleebbrraattiioonnss  

  

AAffffoorrddaabbllee  ccoo--
wwoorrkkiinngg  ssppaaccee  

  

IInnvveesstt  iinn  aanndd              
iimmpprroovvee  LLOOCCAALL  

HHAALLLLSS  

 IImmpprroovveedd  
ssiiggnnaaggee  aanndd  
wwaayy--ffiinnddiinngg    

  RRaaiissee                              
aawwaarreenneessss  ooff  tthhee  

llooccaall  ffoooottppaatthh  ppaatthh                      
nneettwwoorrkk  

  
CCoommmmuunniittyy    

CCaaffeess!!    

  PPrroodduuccee                            
vveennddiinngg                                    
mmaacchhiinnee  

  

HHoonneessttyy  
bbooxx--ccaaffee  

  
SSppaaccee  ffoorr  
BBuussiinneessss  
pprreemmiisseess  

 

IImmpprroovvee  llooccaall              
ccoommmmuunniiccaattiioonnss  
aanndd  ‘‘wwhhaatt''ss  oonn’’  

aawwaarreenneessss     

IImmpprroovvee  DDIIGGIITTAALL                              
iinnffrraassttrruuccttuurree    

  

TTaakkee  ccaarree  ooff          
eexxiissttiinngg  hheerriittaaggee  

aasssseettss  

  

TTiimmeettaabbllee  ooff  
FFDDTT  ffuunnddeedd  

llooccaall  bbuuss  

  HHoouussiinngg          
ooppttiioonnss  ffoorr  

yyoouunngg  ppeeooppllee    

  RRee--uussee  oolldd            
bbuuiillddiinnggss  ffoorr  
hhoouussiinngg  aanndd            

pprriioorriittiissee  bbrroowwnn--
ffiieelldd  ssiitteess  

  
NNeeww  hhoommeess  ttoo  
bbee  iinn  llooccaattiioonnss  

wwiitthh  ggoooodd              
ccoonnnneeccttiioonnss  

  
AAcccceessssiibbllee  

ppaarrkkiinngg  aatt  kkeeyy  
sscceenniicc  ssppoottss    

  DDAAVVAA  WWAAYY                          
uuppggrraaddeess  ttoo                  

ccoonnttiinnuuoouuss  rroouuttee,,  
rroouutteess  ffrroomm  rrooaaddss  

oonnttoo  ppaatthh    

  
OOffffrrooaadd  

rroouuttee  ffrroomm  
EEddiinnkkiilllliiee  ttoo  

LLooggiiee  

  

VViillllaaggee  HHaallll  
PPaarrkkiinngg    

BBllaaiirrss  LLoocchh          
llooccaall  aasssseett    

  

CCoonnnneeccttiivviittyy  ttoo  
tthhee  RRiivveerr        
FFiinnddhhoorrnn  

  

EEnnhhaannccee                
llooccaall  bbiioo--
ddiivveerrssiittyy    

  

SSiitteess  ffoorr  nnaattuurree      
rreeccoovveerryy  wwiitthhiinn  tthhee  

FFiinnddhhoorrnn                          
wwaatteerrsshheedd    

  IImmpprroovvee  PPLLAAYY  
ffaacciilliittiieess  aatt        
llooccaall  hhuubb  

ppooiinnttss  ee..gg..  
EEddiinnkkiilllliiee  HHaallll  

  

SSiitteess  ffoorr              
nnaattuurraall  bbuurriiaall    

  

AAwwaarreenneessss  aanndd        
pprroommoottiioonn  ooff  llooccaall  

ggrreeeennssppaacceess;;            
WWiillddfflloowweerr  mmeeaaddooww    

  LLooccaall                            
iinnvveessttmmeenntt  iinn  

ccoommmmuunniittyy  
ssppaacceess  

  
UUssee  ooff  wwiinndd--

ffaarrmm  aarreeaass  ffoorr  
rreeccrreeaattiioonn  

  MMoorree                          
PPiiccnniicc          
aarreeaass  

  

PPaatthh  ddeevveelloopp--
mmeenntt  tthhrroouugghh  

eessttaatteess  

  

CCoommmmuunniittyy      
OOrrcchhaarrdd  

  
FFuunnddiinngg  
aacccceessss  

  

AAffffoorrddaabbllee              
hhoouussiinngg  

  

  

  

  
DDoogg                          
PPaarrkk  

  
PPuubblliicc                

EElleeccttrriicc  VVeehhiiccllee  
CChhaarrggiinngg    

 

LLooccaall  oouuttddoooorr  
aacccceessss              

aawwaarreenneessss  

 

LLooccaalliittiieess  
aanndd  ssiiggnnaaggee  

 
SSttrreeeett          

lliigghhttiinngg  iinn  
vviillllaaggeess  

 SSuuppppoorrtt      
ccoommmmuunniittyy  

wweeaalltthh        
bbuuiillddiinngg  

  

  

IImmppoorrttaannccee  ooff  
OOPPEENN  SSPPAACCEE  iinn  

FFiinnddeerrnnee  

  
TTrraaffffiicc  

SSppeeeedd  lliimmiittss  
iinn  vviillllaaggeess  

  

  

  

AAddvveennttuurree  
PPaarrkk  

  

CCaammppssiittee  iinn  
FFiinnddeerrnnee  

  LLiinnkk  wwiitthh          
NNaattiioonnaall  
RRoouutteess  

  
BBeetttteerr  rrooaadd--
ssiiddee  ggrraassss        

ccuuttttiinngg  

OOrriieenntteeeerriinngg  
mmaapp  ooff  aarreeaa  

  

LLooccaall  bbuussiinneessss  
ddeevveellooppmmeenntt  

ssuuppppoorrtt  

 
LLooccaall  eenneerrggyy  
pprroodduuccttiioonn    

bbeenneeffiittss  

  

Key ideas and comments in relation to information

0044  FUTURE FINDERNE | Constraints & Opportunities 
TThhee  mmaapp  aabboovvee  iiss  aa  rreepprreesseennttaattiioonn  ooff  ssoommee  ccoonnssttrraaiinnttss,,  ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess  &&  kkeeyy  aasssseettss  tthhaatt  sshhoouulldd  bbee  ccoonnssiiddeerreedd  iinn  tthhee  ffoorrmmaattiioonn  ooff  aa  LLooccaall  
PPllaaccee  PPllaann  ffoorr  FFiinnddeerrnnee  ——tthheessee  mmiigghhtt  iinncclluuddee  aarreeaass  ffoorr  pprrootteeccttiioonn,,  eennhhaanncceemmeenntt  oorr  ddeevveellooppmmeenntt,,  oorr  iiddeennttiiffyy  cciirrccuummssttaanncceess  aanndd  qquuaalliittiieess  tthhaatt  
ppoossee  cchhaalllleennggeess  ttoo,,  oorr  ootthheerrwwiissee  sshhaappee,,  ffuuttuurree  iinntteerrvveennttiioonn  iinn  tthhee  aarreeaa..  

Please tell us what you think of the identified constraints, opportunities and key assets— please use Post-it notes to add your thoughts.   

At the Rafford event  
•	 Improve access and awareness of the path network, ensuring access to 

key routes and paths. 
•	 Safe active travel path to Forres, connecting upper and lower Rafford.
•	 Greater access to Dava way and local path network, connecting routes.
•	 Housing was discussed however there were mixed opinions in relation 

to further development. 

At the Edinkillie event 
•	 Options for affordable housing needed to create opportunities for 

young families and working people within the community 
•	 Traffic calming measures required at Edinkillie hall 
•	 Off-road footpath route between Edinkillie to Logie needed.

Moving around generally 
•	 Poor connections across Finderne, path improvements to be made 

in key locations suitable for a range of users - improved signage and 
route planning would assist this. 

•	 Recreation opportunities in access through windfarm areas.
•	 Routes and timetabling of the community bus.

Other ideas and comments
•	 Village halls are local assets. Both facilities could do with external 

improvements / play spaces suitable for a range of ages. 
•	 Support for alternative uses for disused churches to be explored 

assuming they can be managed sustainably. 
•	 Speeding was identified as an issue across the whole region.
•	 Further community assets and enterprising businesses were identified.
•	 Desire for further dialogue between communities and large landholders. 
•	 Holiday homes and tourism management is not perceived to be an 

issue locally, however options for short stay accommodation outwith 
Forres could be beneficial eg. camping and bunkhouse.

•	 Farmers highlighted the importance of designated parking for walking 
(ensuring farm assess points are not blocked). 

•	 Learn new relationships with landowners. 
•	 Ensure careful access to scenic sites of historic and ecological interest 

that is not detrimental to habitat and biodiversity. 

0055  FUTURE FINDERNE | Strategic priorities 
Please tell us what you think of the identified strategic 
priorities — please use Post-it notes to add your thoughts.   
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Strategic Priorities 
Using the information gathered at the events, we are developing key priorities for inclusion within 
the Finderne Local Place Plan to be detailed as part of an action plan. 

END OF NEWSLETTER

Influence and dialogue 
•	 Recognise the common and separate needs 

of communities within Finderne. 
•	 Build on dialogue between local action 

groups, businesses, stakeholders and the 
local council. 

Connectivity and interaction
•	 Facilitate community connectivity in a 

rural area through local events, digital 
infrastructure (broadband) and better 
information sharing locally. 

Identity + character of settlements and place
•	 Recognise the rural character that makes 

Finderne unique. 
•	 Enhance settlement character through 

street improvements, signage and careful 
development management, if applicable. 

Housing (locality specific)
•	 Edinkillie / Dunphail area highlighted the 

need for housing options that enable people 
to live and work locally - supporting rural 
revitalisation, providing young people with 
choices. This may assist in keeping Logie 
School open. 

•	 Rafford area would rather see no further 
development, but if it occurs, it should be 
within existing settlements.

Work, Tourism & Amenities 
•	 Continue to improve village halls, to reduce 

running costs. 
•	 Explore alternative uses for the churches eg, 

arts, co-working. 
•	 Focus green space improvements to adjacent   

land next to halls incorporating play for all 
ages, access to toilets, planting and BBQ 
space.

•	 Support entrepreneurial businesses within 
the area with the tools to grow. 

•	 Short stay accommodation outwith Forres. 

Access and Transport, Active Travel 
•	 Support road safety initiatives for all road 

users. 
•	 Identify  junctions that are dangerous  and 

places where improved signage, grass-
cutting and speed reductions could make 
the community safer. 

•	 Explore and support transport on key routes 
at useful times to address current lack of 
public transport options.

•	 Manage parking in key location.  

Recreational access
•	 Local way-finding, signposting and  

awareness of key routes such as the Dava 
Way for walking and cycling. 

•	 Enable greater connectivity to key 
destinations.

•	 Provide greater accessibility to and through 
windfarms for recreational use, which will 
require greater dialogue with stakeholders.

Supporting ecology
•	 Protect existing natural assets.
•	 Ensure managed access to scenic sites 

of historic and ecological interest such as 
forests and rivers that is not detrimental to 
habitat and biodiversity.

•	 Ensure recreational sports are not to the 
detriment of local wildlife populations. 

•	 Identify sites for further nature recovery. 

Local energy generation
•	 Continue to maximise local benefit from local 

wind farms and remain openminded to other 
forms of renewable energy. 

If you have further ideas or comments regarding 
information within this newsletter, please email; 
engage@collectivearchitecture.co.uk

Many thanks. 


